
7
YEAR

Ancient Myths

The aim of year 7 English is to provide an understanding of the History of English Literature and 

show you how Language has developed over time.

You will encounter key ideas that will be relevant in everything you study right up to the end of 

your English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

History
-Medieval times
-Elizabethan times

Introduction to 

Shakespeare

8
YEAR

Y7 - ENGLISH KS3

Identifying 
language and 
structural devices 
in poetry

How has the 
English language 
changed over time?

What is an archetypal hero?

Why do we tell stories?
What is the purpose of 
Greek myths?

Descriptive writing: How 
do we create effective 
characters and settings?

How are women 
presented in 
mythology?

RE
-Antisemitism in 
‘Merchant of Venice’

Developing Reading

Introduction to inference 
skills

Making predictions about 
the themes and ideas 
explored in a text 

Developing reading 
strategies – whole class 
reading, guided reading, 
choral reading and 
independent reading.

Developing vocabularyCoraline

Developing close analysis 
skills – zooming in on the 
effect of individual words

• Understanding and 
identifying gothic 
themes 

Exploration of tension

Coraline

Developing analytical writing –
use of PEAL structure

Developing understanding of 
character and theme

Gender 
expectations for 
women 

Purpose and role of 
theater in 
Elizabethan 
England

Poetry

How does 
Shakespeare raise 
issues that are still 
relevant today?

Engaging with context –
Romantic poetry
Holocaust
Life for Victorian children

Close analysis of 
language and 
structural devices 
in poetry



8
YEAR

Born A Crime

The aim of year 8 English is to build on the foundation of year 7. We will deepen our 

understanding of the History of English Literature, and explore how historical context informs 

texts. 

You will encounter key ideas that will be relevant in everything you study, up to the end of your 

English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

Born A 

Crime 

Gothic Literature

Much Ado 

About Nothing

Dystopia

9
YEAR

Y8 - ENGLISH KS3

Use of symbolism and 
imagery

What is Apartheid?

Close analysis of setting 
and character

History
- Apartheid

How is setting used to 
create atmosphere?

History
-Victorian context

How is symbolism 
used in Gothic texts?

How is tension 

created? How are 

texts structured to 

create tension?

How does context 

impact Dystopian 

literature?

History
-Elizabethan context

Different gender 
expectations

Power and 
control in 
Apartheid society

What is Gothic? Why did 
Gothic literature emerge in 
Victorian times?

What is 

comedy?

Features and 

conventions of 

dystopian Literature

Presentation of 

power and control.

Strategies used by 

authority figures/ 

governments to 

control their power.

Speeches

History
-Elizabethan context
WW1
Holocaust

Persuasive features 

Exploring impact of 
structural devices



Non-Fiction

9
YEAR

Boys Don’t Cry

The aim of year 9 English is to build on the foundation of the previous two years. We will 

understand how Literature is used to explore issues in society, and continue to explore how 

historical context informs texts. 

You will acquire the knowledge and skills to prepare you for studying for GCSEs in English 

Language and Literature.

Boys 

Don’t 

Cry

Part 2

Romeo and 

Juliet

10
YEAR

Y9 - ENGLISH KS3

How does a writer use 
structure and voice to create 
meaning?

How does society view 
teenagers?

What was the impact of 
historical gender 
expectations?

History
-Rights and power

What is toxic 
masculinity?

History
-Elizabethan context

How is the theme of 

conflict presented 

through Romeo and 

Juliet?

How is an effective 
argument constructed?

PSHCE

Ethos, Pathos and 
Logos

How is language used 
to develop character?

Analysis and use of rhetorical 
devices 

Gender and power in 

a patriarchal society 

Power and 

Conflict Poetry

Rants

Development of 

speaking and 

listening skills

Development of 

rhetorical and 

persuasive language 

– using guidance 

from Non-Fiction unit

Engaging with conceptual ideas about power 

and conflict –

Exploitation of power

Dehumanising nature of human conflict

Psychological conflict

Power of nature

History
-Colonisation



Power and Conflict Poetry

10
YEAR

An Inspector Calls

Language 

Paper 2

Language Paper 1

Macbeth 

Macbeth

11
YEAR

Y10 -ENGLISH KS4

How does a writer use 

structure and voice to 

create meaning?

Social Responsibility and 

Post war society

What was the impact 

of historical gender 

expectations?

History

-WW1

Rhetorical 

devices 

Features of a 

tragedy 

Consideration of 

Jacobean attitudes 

towards gender

Structural analysis

Descriptive and 

Narrative Writing 

– crafting for effect

Examination of 

devices –

Foreshadowing

Metre

Figurative 

Language

Exploration of theme –

guilt, tragedy, ambition

Power 

and 

Conflict 

Poetry

Detailed 

language 

analysis

History – life during 

world wars

Conflict as an 

idea –

psychological 

conflict

- Conflict of 

ideologies

Social identity

Development of 

characterisation

Detailed 

analysis of 

poetic 

methods

Compariso

n of writer's 

messages 

Crafting structural and 

linguistic devices for 

effect

Social identity

Social identity

Social identity

Power as an idea-

Exploitation of 

power

Power and 

powerlesness

• Confidently connecting close, critical analysis to holistic analysis of a whole text

• Confident analysis of elements of the dramatic form e.g. features of tragedy

• Confident and detailed comparison, analysis and evaluation of challenging unseen sources.

• Thoughtful analysis of poetry with confident application of critical ideas (e.g. Foucault's theory of fluid power) and broader 

knowledge (e.g. evolution of the sonnet form)

• Thoughtful analysis of ‘Macbeth’ with confident application of critical ideas across time

• Conscious and consistent crafting of language and structure to engage the reader in a variety of forms



Unseen Poetry 

11
YEAR

A Christmas Carol

•Thoughtfully connecting close, critical analysis to holistic analysis of a whole text to explore conceptual ideas 

about society and human nature

•Thoughtful analysis of elements of the novel form

•Critical engagement with writers’ depiction of themes to form a social commentary

•Confident construction of a critical, academic argument

•Thoughtful exploration of how literature has evolved to reflect changing social structures

•Conscious crafting of language for consistent and compelling writing.

A Christmas 

Carol and 

Macbeth 

Revision

with Paper 2 

revision

Language Paper 1

Interleaved Revision

Interleaved 

Revision

Y11 - ENGLISH KS4

Exploring further devices:

Motifs

Symbolism

Transition in language

Social Responsibility

Engagement with key 

themes -

Family

Greed

Selfishness

Redemption

Tracking these over 

the course of the play

Exploring 

development of 

characterisation

and transitions

Structural analysis

Descriptive and 

Narrative Writing 

– crafting for effect

Power 

and 

Conflict 

Poetry

Revision

Detailed 

language 

analysis

History – Victorian 

society

Development of 

characterisation

Engagemen

t with 

writer's 

intentions

Compariso

n of writer's 

messages 

Extract analysis in 

preparation for exam

Exploration of 

theme

Development of 

exam technique –

planning and 

writing in timed 

conditions

Descriptive and 

Narrative Writing 

– crafting for effect

Consolidation of 

content 

and development 

of exam technique

Engagemen

t with 

conceptual 

ideas about 

power and 

conflict

Detailed 

analysis of 

poetic methods

Detailed 

analysis of 

poetic 

methods
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