
7
YEAR

Literature Through Time: 
Ancient story telling

The aim of year 7 English is to provide an understanding of the History of English Literature and 
show you how Language has developed over time.

You will encounter key ideas that will be relevant in everything you study right up to the end of 
your English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

History
-Medieval times
-Elizabethan times

Literature 
Through 

Time:  
Language 

and 
Shakespeare

Literature Through Time: 
Romantics and Poetry

Animal Farm

 Character 
Description

Literature 
Through 

Time: 
Victorians 
and War 
Poetry

Persuasive 
Writing

8
YEAR

Y7 - ENGLISH KS3

Shakespeare: sonnets and 
Othello: What are the 
conventions of love poetry?
How does Shakespeare 
present race?

How does 
Shakespeare raise 
issues that are still 
relevant today?

How has the English 
language changed 
over time?

What is an archetypal hero?

Why do we tell stories?
What is the purpose of 
Greek myths?

Descriptive writing: How 
do we create effective 
characters and settings?

RE
Creation myths

How did the 
Romantics 
challenge society?

How do different poets 

respond to their 

surroundings?

History
-Industrial Revolution
-Victorian times
-WW1

How did Victorian 

society influence 

literature?

How does war 

change our values?

What is rhetoric?

What do great 

speeches have in 

common?

History
-Russian Revolution

How does context 
impact Animal 
Farm?

What is 
propaganda?

What is dystopia?
What is satire?

How do writers 

create effective 

characters?

How can we craft our 

own character 

description?

How are women 
presented in 
mythology?



8
YEAR

Gothic Literature
Part 1

The aim of year 8 English is to build on the foundation of year 7. We will deepen our 
understanding of the History of English Literature, and explore how historical context informs 
texts. 

You will encounter key ideas that will be relevant in everything you study, up to the end of your 
English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

Gothic 
Literature

Part 2

It’s Trevor Noah - Born A 
Crime

Much Ado About Nothing

Inspired by Art

Dystopia

9
YEAR

Y8 - ENGLISH KS3

How is symbolism used in 
Gothic texts?

What common 
threads are there in 
our Gothic texts? 

How can punctuation be 
used for effect?

What is Gothic? Why did 
Gothic literature emerge in 
Victorian times?

How is setting used to 
create atmosphere?

History
-Victorian context

What was life in 
South Africa like in 
the 1980s-1990s?

What is foreshadowing?

How does structure help to 

create meaning?

History
South Africa and 
Apartheid

How is language 

used for impact?

How is an effective 

autobiography 

structured?

How is tension 

created? How are 

texts structured to 

create tension?

How does context 

impact Dystopian 

literature?

History
-Elizabethan times

What was life like for 
women in Shakespeare’s 
time?

What was theatre like 
in Shakespeare’s 
time?

How should an 

effective story be 

structured?

How can we use 

satire for impact?

How is tension 

created? How are 

texts structured 

to create tension?

Why is autobiography 

important?

It’s 
Trevor 
Noah - 
Born A 
Crime

How does a 

writer build 

characters 

and places?

Art

What is 

Comedy?



9
YEAR

Boys Don’t Cry

The aim of year 9 English is to build on the foundation of the previous two years. We will 
understand how Literature is used to explore issues in society, and continue to explore how 
historical context informs texts. 

You will acquire the knowledge and skills to prepare you for studying for GCSEs in English 
Language and Literature.

Boys 
Don’t Cry

Gender non-fiction writing

Romeo and Juliet

Creative Reading and 
Writing

Creative 
Reading 

and 
Writing

10
YEAR

Y9 - ENGLISH KS3

Do people still tend to 
stereotype others?

How is language 
used to develop 
character?

How have LGBTQ rights 

developed?

What is toxic masculinity?

How does society view 
teenagers?

PSHCE
-Mental health
-Relationships
-Parenthood
-Stereotyping

What has been the impact of 
historical gender 
expectations? Do these 
expectations still exist?

How is an effective 
argument constructed?

What is feminism?

Do we still need 

feminism?

What is the effect of 

a range of sentence 

types?

What is pathetic 

fallacy? What is 

symbolism?

History
-Elizabethan times

What is Patriarchy?

How is the theme of 

conflict presented 

through Romeo and 

Juliet?

How can we use 

foreshadowing in 

writing?

What is implicit meaning? 

How does a 

writer use 

structure and 

voice to create 

meaning?

How is rhetoric used to 

highlight injustice?

Gender 
non-fiction 

writing
What is 

tragedy?

History
-Rights and power


