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Students in year 7 and at the start of KS3 will continue to build on the main principles taught from the KS2 
Music National Curriculum. This includes pupils being taught to: sing and play musically with increasing 
confidence and control, develop compositional skills, aural memory, perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, use staff and other notation, learn and appreciate music from a wide range of traditions and 
from the great composers and musicians in the current era and in history. At KS3, students will build on 
this work by: performing, listening to and evaluating music across a range of genres and historical 
periods.  You will also use Music Technology appropriately and understand more about how music is 
created, produced and communicated through use of the elements of Music and notation. 
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Students in year 8 will continue to build on the main principles taught in year 7 and the start of the KS3 
Music National Curriculum. You will build on this by: learning to perform music not only on keyboard but 
on guitars in the guitar unit, by layering harmonies with melodies (chords), by not only learning to just 
perform tunes learned by by taking it one step further and improving with given scales in the Blues unit, 
learning how to arrange and develop a structure to their music in a more defined way in the Medley 
arranging unit, and by learning and developing more complex rhythms in the African drumming unit.
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Students in year 9 will continue to build on the main principles taught in year 7 and in year 8 including: 
performing, listening to and evaluating music across a range of genres and historical periods.  In year 9 
you will also use Music Technology appropriately and understand more about how music is created, 
produced and communicated through more advanced use of the elements of Music and notation. In 
addition to this you will concentrate on: world music, advanced guitar technique and performance, dance 
music, African music and music which requires extensive use of Music Technology such as Dance, House 
and Fusion. 
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Rhythmic work 
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Focusses on off-beat 
rhythms and syncopation *Helps to develop 
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Helps with learning how 
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instruments from other 
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